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  The Church’s 141st Year                                                                                              August 19, 2009 through August 26, 2009          

Fall Kick Off – Sunday, Aug. 23 
 
Just like your favorite football teams, we will be kicking off a new Sunday School year this Sunday.  All youth are asked to 
wear a favorite team jersey or school shirt, bring a backpack or book bag, and come for a great Sunday full of excitement, 
worship and fun. 
 

   9:00 – 9:30     Gather in the Fellowship Hall for goodies,         
   and an old fashioned sing-a-along.   

 We will also introduce our wonderful  
                           Sunday School teachers for the new year.    

  9:30 – 10:30     Sunday School Hour 
 

10:50 – 12:00     Worship (be sure to bring your backpack or book bag) 
 

12:00 noon          Back to the Fellowship Hall for Football Food! 
                      Burgers, Dogs and Nachos 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Youth Ministry News  

 

The Youth Ministry Council met last Sunday and youth activities are 
up and running with lots of great plans.  Youth t-shirts, a spring break 
ski trip, church camps, and a mission trip top their list.  Look for 
unique opportunities to support our youth in upcoming months.   
They cannot do it without you.  Their first fundraiser will be a lemon-
ade stand and bake sale on Aug. 30, following worship service.  
 

1 Timothy 4:12 
Let no one despise your youth, but set the 

believers an example in speech and  
conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 

 Our Chi-Rho, CYF and Young Adults   
participated in a NTA kick-ball tourna-

ment held at Northway Christian 
Church in Dallas last Sunday, winning  
two out of three games played.  Char-
lotte Stephens and Dixie Smalley, who 

accompanied the group, said, “This was 
serious kick-ball.  It was the middle of 
the day, 100 degrees, and our group 

played like champions!” 



Dear church friends, 
Several weeks ago, when I filled the pulpit while John 
Burton was on his bike-a-thon, I spoke about my passion 
for what is happening in Burma, particularly the torture 
of the ethnic minority population.  Since then, the U. S. 
Congress, President Obama, and Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, have called on the UN National Security Council to 
establish a Council of Inquiry to look into the atrocities.  
If you want to add your voice to the concerns, I can give 
you contact information. 
 
I told you of Aung San Suu Kyi, Nobel Peace Prize win-
ner and democratically elected leader of Burma, who has 
not been allowed to serve her office and is on trial for 
violation of her house arrest.  On Aug. 11, she was sen-
tenced to 18 months of house arrest.  This will prohibit 
this popular pro-democratic leader from being a candi-
date in next year’s elections.  More pro-democracy activ-
ists have now been arrested. 
 
Most importantly, I told you about Sunny Moe and 
Marian Lwin (along with Marian’s two children) once a 
part of our congregation, now married and living in Flor-
ida.  Marian has called me regularly seeking help in get-
ting her young sister and family out of a deplorable refu-
gee camp on the Thai Burma border.  Both Marian’s sis-
ter and niece have been sickened by the bad food, water 
and living conditions.  Within a week of my sharing this 
story with you, Marian called again devastated.  Her sis-
ter had gone through the last interview for refugee spon-
sorship.  The next day she became sick again and then 
died unexpectedly that night.  She had just turned twenty-
nine years old and leaves a five-year old daughter.  Her 
husband, also a Burmese refugee, had recently settled in 
the U.S. (Minnesota) in the hopes of bringing his family 
here.  Now the little girl remains in the refugee camp 
without any parents.  I am working with refugee agencies 
trying to get her to the U. S. to join her father but some 
have said that it might take a year or two.   Prayers for 
this young girl and for those who will make decisions on 
her behalf are urgently needed.  I have assured Marian 
that this congregation would pray for her niece and 
would seek God’s comfort for a grieving family. 
 
I understand that the Outreach Ministry plans to lead the 
church this fall in doing some things to help those caught 
in this difficult situation.    
 
That’s wonderful.  In faith I trust you will do what you 
can to respond to their needs. 
 
Blessings, 
Charlotte Nabors 
 

I confess.  I am responsible.      
That confession divides you all into two groups: those who don’t 
know what I’m talking about and those who already know.  
From there we can further divide into two more groups: those 
who could care less and those who are concerned.  And of 
course we can divide the concerned group into those who are 
delighted and those who are upset.       
  Now, I’m tempted to not tell you what I am responsible for.  
Make you wonder.  Guess.  Talk to one another on the tele-
phone?  Have a committee meeting or two.  Keep an eye on me.  
Maybe even approach Phyllis to see if she will let something 
slip.  As much fun as that sounds…it’s too much work for a hot 
August.  So let me tell you…I am responsible for the wind 
chimes that are popping up around the church grounds.  Me.    
 

So, have you even noticed them?   

 

Why wind chimes?  Well, I have always found them calming.  
The tranquility that they bring sets a good atmosphere for one’s 
spiritual life.  Yes, I know that you are only here one or two 
times a week and most of your time is spent inside where you 
will not hear them – but those of us who work here or come to 
visit or even walk by our church on the sidewalks may take no-
tice of their calming, peaceful music.   
 

Enough of that.  I have two important things to talk about.  Both 
concern ministering to our community.  First, this Sunday, Aug. 
23, the Denton Faith Alliance (mostly pastors of our community, 
including me) is inviting its congregations to physically go to 
one of our local schools, to walk the perimeter of that school, 
and to pray for the students, the faculty, and the administrators 
of that school.  You can do this at whatever time is convenient 
for you, but please do it on Sunday.  You can choose any school 
you like.  You can pray any prayer that you choose.  But I ask 
you to take part in this city wide effort to lift up our schools!  
Can I count on you?       
The second thing is that the Denton Faith Alliance is recruiting 
mentors for at-risk students.  Working with the D.I.S.D. we have 
identified about 2,000 at-risk students who need a good role 
model in their life and a friend.  Mentors will not be asked to 
teach algebra or any other subject.  Mentors are there to befriend 
and support their student on a weekly basis for the school year.  
Mentors are assigned a student and then meet with the student at 
the school, during the school day.  Mentors do receive some 
training and undergo a background check.  Our church is filled 
with wonderful people who could make a difference in the life 
of a child.  Look for the flyer in the Sunday worship bulletin!  
And if you have questions or are ready to volunteer – see me! 

 

The Sunday sermon will be about the prodigal son’s older 
brother.  I’m a bit worried about this.  First time I taught this 
part of the story, at church camp, I ended up in the hospital and 
had to have surgery.  I hope I can avoid the surgery part this 
time! 
 

See you in worship on Sunday!   ���������	
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Out of the Whirlwind 
 

Update on Burma 



 

Health Concerns & Prayer Requests  

 

Stewardship & Attendance 

August 16, 2009 
 

Stewardship General Fund 
Receipts to General Fund                                         $ 4,836.42       
Other Giving 
Outreach                                                                         $75.00 
Pastor’s Bike Ride                                                        $177.20 
Wednesday Night Live                                                     $6.00 

Attendance 
Sunday School  29               Worship    92               Nursery  3      

Irene Bennett, John Creigh, Bernice Croix, Preston Dawson, 
Annalee Duncan, Norma Harrison, A.D. and Jean Hartline, 
Belva Hennen, Earl Jenkins, Chuck Jordan, Oran Nabors, 

 Connie Pack, Carol Tiemeyer, Bob Warren, Winnie White, 
Gina Gohlke Wicker  

† Norma Harrison as she continues chemotherapy treatment.   
† Charlotte Stephens had gall bladder surgery Monday and  was 
to be released on Tuesday.  
†Gene Gohlke suffered a fall Monday evening and broke his 
wrist.  He saw an orthopedic doctor Tuesday.  

 

Serving Schedule 

 

Notes from the Music Minister 

August 23, 2009 
 

Worship Leader:  Charlotte Stephens 
Table Elders: (Bread) Hardy Burke, (Cup) George Morrow 
Diaconate Serving:  Andrew and Mandy Duncan ,  
Mark McNairy, Amy Storey       Alt. Server:   Richard Anson 
Prepare:  Joanne Arrington 
Clean Up:  Joann Boyd, Connie Watson 
Greeters: Joe and Maggie Smith, Tony Featherstone,  
Marti and Kendall Franks,  Lucie Chapman, Janis Tully,  
Ann Winans  
Driver:  George Morrow  (383-1724) 

We’re back into our regular Wednesday night choir re-
hearsals. Rehearsals start at 7:00, right after Wednesday 
Night Live dinner in the Fellowship Hall. Typically, a re-
hearsal will last for an hour to an hour and fifteen minutes. 
When we’re hard at work on special presentations for 
Christmas and Easter, rehearsals will go a little bit longer. 
 

We have a great time together! Choir rehearsals really are a 
lot of fun, despite all the hard work we do. If you’ve ever 
thought of coming to choir, just to see what it’s like, then 
this is a good time to give it a try. 
 

I’ll soon be announcing rehearsal dates and times for the 
handbell choir, so stay tuned for that. 
 

I’ll see you in worship. 
 

�����

Fall is almost here! That means it is time for Fall 2009 Ori-
entation! On Sunday,  Sept. 30, right after church, all par-
ents, youth and potential sponsors should attend this meet-
ing. Here you will lean about the youth program and where 
you fit in. At this meeting, you will also be receiving my 
schedule. I ask that you please bring your youth’s schedule 
for the fall semester as well. This includes all activities, 
performances or out of town trips. It is vital that you attend 
this meeting so that you can be aware of what is going on 
with the youth program. Being part of a youth group is an 
important part of an adolescent’s life spiritually and so-
cially. By us working together, we can make sure that your 
child gets the most out of the youth group experience.  We 
will be providing food and beverages, as well as fun activi-
ties. If you are interested in being a sponsor, please come to 
the meeting. We will be discussing the different types of 
sponsors, as well as putting together the sponsor schedule. 
If you have any questions, or if you are not able to make it 
and would still like to receive the information, feel free to 
call me at 903.316.2084. Or you could email me at 
emily.tynes@fccdenton.org. I look forward to seeing you 
there! 
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Youth News from Emily 

Food stocks at the community food center are depleting and the center is making a mid-summer appeal for donations.  The 
average number of families served each day has leveled off this summer (but not decreased) after a sharp increase earlier this 
year.  The average amount of food given out each weekday is 1,800 pounds. The most needed food items are: 
 

    Canned items: soup, fruit, tuna, vegetables, tomato sauce, spaghetti sauce, meat, peanut butter, baby food, cooking oil 
                                  Dry-packed items: dried milk, rice, boxed pasta, beans, cereal, sugar, flour 
                                                                     Garden items: tomatoes, squash, peppers, potatoes, onions, fruit 
 
If possible, please bring one or two of the above needed items with you to church next Sunday and drop them in the collec-
tion basket located in the Gathering Area.  Your support is appreciated! 
 

 

Community Food Center –Outreach   



Our Staff 
Pastor 
John Burton 
john.burton@fccdenton.org 
940-566-4990 
Director of Music     
Mark Graham  
mark.graham@fccdenton.org   
940-595-7878 
Administrative Assistant  
Dixie Smalley 
dixie.smalley@fccdenton.org  
940-566-4990  
Youth Director 
Emily Tynes 
emily.tynes@fccdenton.org 
903-316-2084 
Nursery Attendant 
Cassandra Morrow 
Custodian 
Richard Meyer 

Calendar of Events 
 
 

Wednesday, August 19 
  9:00 AM DMTA Meeting (Library) 
  6:00 PM Wednesday Night Live 
  7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 
  7:00 PM Movie Night 
Thursday, August 20 
  9:30 AM CIM Science Group 
Sunday, August 23 
  9:00 AM Sunday School Kick-Off 
  9:30 AM Church at Study* 
10:50 AM Worship*    
12:15 PM Youth Groups  
Monday, August 24 
  6:30 PM Scout Meeting (FH) 
Wednesday, August 26 
 11:30 PM Parkinson's Meeting (FH) 
  6:00 PM Wednesday Night Live 
  7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 
                       *Childcare available                                

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ) 

1203 North Fulton 
Denton, Texas  76201 

Welcome Visitors 
 

Alex Rodriquez, Pam Morrow 
Phil and Sonya Williams 

August Birthdays 
Andrew Storey, Kate Youden - 1st 

Thomas Venables, Ginger Williams - 3rd 
Carmen Sittel - 5th, Virginia Williams - 6th 

Mary Goss - 8th 
Daniel McClung -11th 

Josie Baker, Gene Gohlke -13th 
Deanna Deal, Kim Place, David Storey -14th 
Richard Anson - 21st George Morrow - 24th  

Laurie McLaren - 29th,  Richard Freeman - 31st 

 
 
 
 
It’s back to school for Denton ISD and 

surrounding areas.  Keep our kids safe;   
remember to obey traffic laws! 


